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Bylaws for Units of the NAACP

BYLAWS FOR UNITS

These Bylaws for Units pertain to all Units of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People and should be read in conjunction with the Constitution
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

ARTICLE I
NAME AND JURISDICTION

1. (Name of Units)

a. State/State-Area Conference. The name of this organization shall be the

State or State-Area Conference of the

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. Each
State/State-Area Conference shall have a Youth and College Division.

b. Branch. The name of this organization shall be the
Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People.

C. Prison Branch.  The name of this organization shall be the

Prison Branch of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People.

d. College Chapter. The name of this organization shall be the
College Chapter of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People.

e. Youth Council.  The name of this organization shall be the
Youth Council of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People.

f. Junior Youth Council. The name of this organization shall be the
Junior Youth Council of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People.

[Revised February 2014] 1
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g.

2.

High School Chapter. The name of this organization shall be the
High School Chapter of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People.

Authorized Committee. The name of this organization shall be the
Authorized Committee of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People.

(Jurisdiction)

The State/State-Area Conference, Branch, Prison Branch, College
Chapter, High School Chapter, Youth Council, Junior Youth Council and
Authorized Committee shall be a constituent and subordinate unit of the
Association subject to the general authority and jurisdiction of the Board
of Directors.

Coordination of College Chapters. Whenever a College Chapter is
located in a city or county containing another unit of the NAACP, the oft-
campus activity of the College Chapter shall be by mutual exchange of
information.

Relationship Between Youth Units and Branches. Youth Units and
Branches have coordinate status within the Association’s framework.
While each affiliate has an independent status from the other, it is
expected that their programs will be coordinated and the Youth Units and
Branch in the same area will work in full cooperation to accomplish the
aims and objectives of the Association subject to the general authority of
the Board of Directors.

All NAACP Units located within the geographic boundaries of a
State/State-Area Conference shall be a member of the State/State-Area
Conference and are subject to the State/State-Area Conference’s efforts
to coordinate NAACP activities and policies within its jurisdiction.

ARTICLE II
OBJECTIVES

1 (Purpose of Units)

a.

Units. The purpose of the Units shall be to support the policies of the
Association as described in Article II of the Constitution and to support
the National Office by, among other means, sharing fundraising dollars
and providing financial support.

[Revised February 2014] 2
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b.

Objectives of State/State-Area Conferences. The purpose and aims of
State/State-Area Conferences of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People shall be to improve the political,
educational, social, and economic status of African-Americans and other
racial and ethnic minorities; to eliminate racial prejudice; to keep the
public aware of the adverse effects of discrimination; to take lawful action
to secure the elimination of racial discrimination; to seek legislation and
policies at the state level, or at other levels if requested by the National
Office, which advance the programs and policies of the Association; and
to oppose legislation and policies which are adverse to the programs and
policies of the Association consistent with the efforts of the national
organization and in conformity with the Articles of Incorporation of the
Association, its Constitution and Bylaws, and as directed by the Board of
Directors.

In addition, its objectives shall be to: stimulate the Branches, Prison
Branches, Youth Councils, High School Chapters, College Chapters,
Authorized Committees and any and all Units of the Association in its
jurisdiction to greater activity in the fight for freedom; to revive dormant
Units in the State/State-Area Conference; to organize new Units; to assist
the Association in the conduct of the work of the NAACP by increasing
support for the Association by the various Units; to coordinate the
activities and secure the cooperation of Units within the State/State-Area
Conference; to eliminate discrimination and injustice against minority
people in the area; to seek the enactment of laws in the state legislature
which will advance the programs and policies of the Association. With
respect of the Youth Units, these objectives should be carried out through
the Youth and College Division of the State/State-Area Conference.

Objectives of Branches. The purpose and aims of Branches of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People shall be to
improve the political, educational, social, and economic status of African-
Americans and other racial and ethnic minorities; to eliminate racial
prejudice; to keep the public aware of the adverse effects of
discrimination; and to take lawful action to secure the elimination of racial
discrimination, to seek legislation and policies at the local level, or at other
levels if requested by the State/State-Area Conference or National Office,
which advance the programs and policies of the Association; and to
oppose legislation and policies which are adverse to the programs and
policies of the Association consistent with the efforts of the national
organization and in conformity with the Articles of Incorporation of the
Association, its Constitution and Bylaws, and as directed by the Board of
Directors.

[Revised February 2014] 3
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d.

Objectives of Prison Branches. The purpose and aims of Prison Branches
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People shall
be to improve the political, educational, social, and economic status of
African-Americans and other racial and ethnic minorities; to eliminate
racial prejudice; to keep the public aware of the adverse effects of
discrimination; and to take lawful action to secure the elimination of racial
discrimination; to seek legislation and policies at the local level, or at
other levels if requested by the State/State-Area Conference or National
Office, which advance the programs and policies of the Association; and
to oppose legislation and policies which are adverse to the programs and
policies of the Association consistent with the efforts of the national
organization and in conformity with the Articles of Incorporation of the
Association, its Constitution and Bylaws, and as directed by the Board of
Directors.

In addition Prison Branches shall work to improve the educational status
of incarcerated persons and to provide constructive rehabilitative
leadership training programs that would enable released prisoners to return
to society as assets rather than liabilities. Such training and experiences
shall come from active participation in committees and general unit work.

Additional objectives of the Prison Branch shall be to disseminate
comprehensive knowledge of the goals and objectives of the Association
as they pertain to people of all races, colors and creeds; to inform
prisoners of the problems affecting African-Americans and other ethnic
minority groups; to acquire knowledge concerning community pride, civic
awareness, responsibility, and brotherhood; to develop a more honorably
rehabilitated citizen who is able to identify and help solve the problems of
our society and world; and to advance the educational and social status of
African-American prisoners and other racial and ethnic minorities.

Objectives of College Chapters. The purpose and aims of College
Chapters of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People shall be to improve the political, educational, social, and
economic status of African-Americans and other racial and ethnic
minorities; to eliminate racial prejudice; to keep the public aware of the
adverse effects of discrimination; to take lawful action to secure the
elimination of racial discrimination; and, to seek legislation and policies
at the local level or at other levels if requested by the State/State-Area
Conference or National Office, which advance the programs and policies
of the Association; and to oppose legislation and policies which are
adverse to the programs and policies of the Association consistent with
the efforts of the national organization and in conformity with the
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Articles of Incorporation of the Association, its Constitution and Bylaws,
and as directed by the Board of Directors.

In addition, its objectives shall be to inform students of the problems
affecting African-Americans and other racial and ethnic minorities; to
advance the economic, education, social and political status of African-
Americans and other racial and ethnic minorities and their harmonious
cooperation with other peoples; to stimulate an appreciation of the African
Diaspora and other people of color’s contribution to civilization; and to
develop an intelligent, militant, effective leadership. These objectives
shall be pursued in accordance with the policies of the Association within
the framework of university regulations.

f. Objectives of Youth Councils. The purpose and aims of Youth Councils of
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People shall be
to improve the political, educational, social, and economic status of
African-Americans and other racial and ethnic minorities; to eliminate
racial prejudice; to keep the public aware of the adverse effects of
discrimination; to take lawful action to secure the elimination of racial
discrimination; and, to seek legislation and policies at the local level or at
other levels if requested by the State/State-Area Conference or national
organization, which advance the programs and policies of the Association;
and to oppose legislation and policies which are adverse to the programs
and policies of the Association consistent with the efforts of the national
organization and in conformity with the Articles of Incorporation of the
Association, its Constitution and Bylaws, and as directed by the Board of
Directors.

In addition, the purposes of the Youth Council shall be to inform youth of
the problems affecting African-Americans and other racial and ethnic
minorities, to advance the economic, educational, social and political
status of African-Americans and other racial and ethnic minorities and
their harmonious cooperation with other peoples, to stimulate an
appreciation of the African Diaspora and other people of color’s
contribution to civilization; and to develop an intelligent and militant
youth leadership. These objectives shall be pursued in accordance with
the policies of the Association.

g. Objectives of High School Chapters. The purpose and aims of High
School Chapters of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People shall be to improve the political, educational, social, and
economic status of African-Americans and other racial and ethnic
minorities; to eliminate racial prejudice; to keep the public aware of the
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adverse effects of discrimination; and to take lawful action to secure the
elimination of racial discrimination; and, to seek legislation and policies at
the local level, or at other levels if requested by the State/State-Area
Conference or National Office, which advance the programs and policies
of the Association; and to oppose legislation and policies which are
adverse to the programs and policies of the Association consistent with the
efforts of the national organization and in conformity with the Articles of
Incorporation of the Association, its Constitution and Bylaws, and as
directed by the Board of Directors.

In addition, the purposes of the High School Chapter shall be to inform
youth of the problems affecting African-Americans and other racial and
ethnic minorities, to advance the economic, educational, social and
political status of African-Americans and other racial and ethnic
minorities and their harmonious cooperation with other peoples; to
stimulate an appreciation of the African-American Diaspora and other
people of color’s contribution to civilization; and to develop an intelligent
and militant youth leadership by devising, working out and pursuing local
programs. These objectives shall be pursued in accordance with the
policies of the Association within the framework of high school
regulations.

h. Objectives of Junior Youth Councils. The purpose and aims of Junior
Youth Councils of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People shall be to improve the political, educational, social, and
economic status of African-Americans and other racial and ethnic
minorities; to eliminate racial prejudice; to keep the public aware of the
adverse effects of discrimination; and to take lawful action to secure the
elimination of racial discrimination; to seek legislation and policies at the
local level, or at other levels if requested by the State/State-Area
Conference or National Office, which advance the programs and policies
of the Association; and to oppose legislation and policies which are
adverse to the programs and policies of the Association consistent with the
efforts of the national organization and in conformity with the Articles of
Incorporation of the Association, its Constitution and Bylaws, and as
directed by the Board of Directors.

In addition, the purposes of the Junior Youth Council shall be to inform
youth of the problems affecting African-Americans and other racial and
ethnic minorities, to advance the economic, educational, social and
political status of African-Americans and other racial and ethnic
minorities and their harmonious cooperation with other peoples, to
stimulate an appreciation of the African Diaspora and other people of

[Revised February 2014] 6
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color’s contribution to civilization; and to develop an intelligent and
militant youth leadership. These objectives shall be pursued in accordance
with the policies of the Association.

Objectives of Authorized Committees. The purpose and aims of
Authorized Committees of the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People shall be to improve the political, educational, social,
and economic status of African-Americans and other racial and ethnic
minorities; to eliminate racial prejudice; to keep the public aware of the
adverse effects of discrimination; and to take lawful action to secure the
elimination of racial discrimination; to seek legislation and policies at the
local level or at other levels if requested by the State/State-Area
Conference or National Office which advance the programs and policies
of the Association; and to oppose legislation and policies which are
adverse to the programs and policies of the Association consistent with the
efforts of the national organization and in conformity with the Articles of
Incorporation of the Association, its Constitution and Bylaws, and as
directed by the Board of Directors.

2. (Methods)

The methods used to obtain the Association’s objectives shall be direct action,
litigation, legislation and political action.

a.

Direct Action

Examples. Direct action includes agitation, demonstrations, marches,
picketing, boycotts, economic sanctions and other appropriate action.

Authority. In accepting the mantle of leadership bestowed by virtue of
their charter which requires the aggressive pursuit of the Association’s
mission, Units are encouraged to follow an independent course of action
set out by the Unit’s membership as long as it is consistent with the
Association’s policies and objectives. However, no Unit shall initiate,
endorse or participate in direct action on behalf of the Association, or any
Unit of the Association, without the express written authorization of the
President and CEO and General Counsel.

Direct Action Approval Procedure. Any Unit of the Association seeking
to initiate, endorse or participate in direct action as described above shall
seek prior, timely authorization in writing from the President and CEO and
General Counsel. Units must submit requests for approval within 15
business days before the date of proposed action. The President and CEO
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shall respond within 10 business days after receipt of said request. The
President and CEO and General Counsel, at their discretion and in
accordance with the objectives of the Association, shall communicate
approval, or disapproval of said proposed direct action in writing to the
Unit.

b. Litigation

Litigation Authority. No Unit of the Association shall have authority to
initiate, endorse or participate in legal action, including, but not limited to,
pre-suit discussions, negotiations, court litigation, or post-suit matters on
behalf of or in the name of the Association, or any Unit of the Association,
without the express written authorization of the President and CEO and
General Counsel.

Litigation Approval Procedure. Any Unit of the Association seeking to
initiate, endorse or participate in legal action as described above shall seek
prior, timely authorization in writing from the President and CEO and
General Counsel. After reasonable opportunity to evaluate said proposed
legal action, the President and CEO and General Counsel, at his or her
discretion and in accordance with the objectives of the Association, shall
communicate their approval, or disapproval of said proposed legal action
in writing to the Unit.

C. Legislation

No Unit of the Association shall support any legislation or policy that is
contrary to the official position of the Association adopted by the Board of
Directors.

Authority. No Unit of the Association shall initiate, endorse or participate
in the passage of federal legislation, including, but not limited to, bills,
statutes, regulations or resolutions on behalf of the Association, or any
Unit of the Association, without the express written authorization of the
President and CEO.

Legislation Approval Procedure. Any Unit of the Association seeking to
initiate, endorse or participate in the passage of federal legislation as
described above shall seek prior, timely authorization in writing from the
President and CEO. After reasonable opportunity to evaluate said
proposed federal legislation, the President and CEO, at his or her
discretion and in accordance with the objectives of the Association, shall
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communicate their approval, or disapproval of said proposed federal
legislation in writing to the Unit.

Political Action

All Units of the Association are expected to: increase registration and
voting; work for the enactment of municipal, state and federal legislation
designed to improve the educational, political and economic status of
minority groups; work to repeal racially discriminatory legislation;
improve the administration of justice; secure equal enforcement of the
law; and keep the National Office and the Branch informed of all proposed
legislation which affects minority groups. All political action shall be
non-partisan and shall not endorse candidates for public office.

3. (Coalition/Affiliation with other Organizations)

a.

Authority. Units of the NAACP may affiliate and cooperate with other
groups, organizations or coalitions when there is an incentive and purpose
of affiliation and/or cooperation on specific issues, which are in accord
with the program and policies of the Association. Prior written permission
for such affiliation and/or cooperation by Units must be granted by the
President and CEO.

Approval Procedure for Joining Coalitions. Any Unit of the Association
seeking to join a coalition shall seek prior, timely authorization in writing
from the President and CEO. Units must submit requests for approval
within 15 business days before joining the proposed coalition. The
President and CEO shall respond within 10 business days after receipt of
said request. The President and CEO, at his or her discretion and in
accordance with the objectives of the Association, shall communicate
approval or disapproval of said proposed coalition in writing to the Unit.

ARTICLE 111
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

1. (Unit Status)

All Units shall be 501(c)(4) entities. No Units shall be authorized to create or
form any 501(c)(3) entity unless expressly approved in writing by the Board of Directors.

2. (Units of the Association)

The Units of the Association are those Units described in Article I, Section 1 of

these Bylaws.
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3.

(Charter)

Charter Authority. The Board of Directors shall establish Units, including
State/State-Area Conferences, Branches, Prison Branches, - College Chapters,
Youth Councils, High School Chapters, Junior Youth Councils, Authorized
Committees, and such other subsidiaries of the Association in such places and
under such conditions as it sees fit. Each of the above shall be administered under
a charter granted to it by the Board of Directors and in accordance with the
Constitution and Bylaws for Units authorized by said Board of Directors.

a.

C.

Charter Eligibility Criteria for State/State-Area Conferences. In any area
where there exist Branches, Prison Branches, College Chapters, Youth
Councils, High School Chapters, Junior Youth Councils and Authorized
Committees, but where there is no existing State/State-Area Conference,
application shall be made to the National Office for a State/State-Area
Conference Charter in conjunction with procedures established by the
Board of Directors.

1. Maintaining a State/State-Area Conference Charter. State/State-
Area Conferences must be comprised of no less than six (6)
branches and six (6) Youth Units in good standing; pay all annual
assessments; and, file all annual year-end reports as required by the
Association.

Charter Eligibility Criteria for Branches. In any jurisdiction where there
is no existing Branch, application shall be made to the National Office for
a Branch charter in conjunction with procedures established by the Board
of Directors. Prospective Branches must be comprised of no fewer than
one hundred (100) adult members. The jurisdictional boundaries of a
prospective Branch shall not conflict with the boundaries of any existing
Branch.

1. Maintaining a Branch Charter. A Branch shall maintain no fewer
than 50 adult members; shall pay all annual assessments; and, shall
file all year-end reports as required by the Constitution and Bylaws
of the Association in order to maintain its charter.

2. A Branch must also maintain good standing with its State/State-
Area Conference by filing annual year-end reports and paying all
State/State-Area Conference assessments.

Charter Eligibility Criteria for Prison Branches. In any
prison/correctional facility where there is no existing Prison Branch,
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application shall be made to the National Office for Prison Branch charter
in conjunction with procedures established by the Board of Directors.
Prospective Prison Branches must be comprised of no fewer than 25
members.

1. Maintaining a Prison Branch Charter. A Prison Branch shall
maintain no fewer than 25 members; shall pay all annual
assessments; and, shall file all annual year-end reports as required
by the Association.

2. A Prison Branch must also maintain good standing with its
State/State-Area Conference by filing annual year-end reports and
paying all State/State-Area Conference assessments.

d. Charter Eligibility Criteria for College Chapters. College Chapters shall
contain at least 25 members under age 25 and/or be currently enrolled as
a student in a college or university.

1. Maintaining a College Chapter Charter. College Chapters shall
maintain no fewer than 25 student memberships for two
consecutive years; shall pay all annual assessments; and, shall file
all annual year-end reports as required by the Association.

2. A College Chapter must also maintain good standing with its
State/State-Area Conference by filing annual year-end reports and
paying all State/State-Area Conference assessments.

e. Charter Eligibility Criteria for Youth Councils. Youth Councils shall
contain at least 25 members who must be under 25 years of age. In the
absence of a Young Adult Council in the jurisdiction, the Youth Council
membership may include members between the ages of 19-25.

1. Maintaining a Youth Council Charter. Youth Councils shall have
25 members, pay all annual assessments; and, file all annual
year-end reports as required by the Association.

2. A Youth Council must also maintain good standing with its
State/State-Area Conference by filing annual year-end reports and
paying all State/State-Area Conference assessments.

f. Chapter Eligibility Criteria for High School Chapters. High School
Chapters shall contain at least 25 members who are currently enrolled in a
high school or comparable secondary school.
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1. Maintaining a High School Chapter Charter. High School
Chapters shall have 25 members enrolled in the high school; pay
all annual assessments; and, file all annual year-end reports as
required by the Association.

2. A High School Chapter must also maintain good standing with its
State/State-Area Conference by filing annual year-end reports and
paying all State/State-Area Conference assessments.

g. Chapter Eligibility Criteria for Junior Youth Councils. Junior Youth
Councils may be organized separately from Youth Councils where there
are at least 25 youth members under 13 years of age.

1. Maintaining a Junior Youth Council. Junior Youth Councils shall
contain 25 members, pay all annual assessments; and, file all
annual year-end reports as required by the Association.

2. A Junior Youth Council must also maintain good standing with its
State/State-Area Conference by filing annual year-end reports and
paying all State/State-Area Conference assessments.

h. Charter Eligibility Criteria for Authorized Committees.  Authorized
Committees may be organized in areas where there are an insufficient
number of members to maintain a Branch. Authorized Committees must
contain at least seven (7) members and shall report to the State/State-Area
Conference in their jurisdiction, subject to such rules and regulations as
the Board of Directors may enact. It shall receive a Certificate of
Authority from the National Office.

1. Maintaining an Authorized Committee Charter.  Authorized
Committees shall have seven (7) members, pay all annual
assessments; and, shall file all annual year-end reports as required
by the Association.

2. An Authorized Committee must also maintain good standing with
its State/State-Area Conference by filing annual year-end reports
and paying all State/State-Area Conference assessments.

4. (Assessments)
a. National Assessments

1. Unit Freedom Fund and other assessments for the support of the
Association, as established by the Board of Directors, shall be paid
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to the National Office within 90 calendar days before the Annual
National Convention. The above-mentioned assessments refer to
the previous calendar year’s assessments and must be paid in order
for Unit delegates to be eligible to vote at the National Convention.

Fundraising Assessments. The net proceeds of each contribution,
entertainment or fundraising effort by a Unit, excluding ACT-SO
and Back-To-School/Stay-In-School and other approved programs,
except for College Chapters subject to college and/or university
fundraising requirements, shall be divided as follows: 25% to the
National Office, 75% to the Unit; unless, in any case, written
permission is obtained from the National Office for some different
division, provided that the entire net proceeds of any fundraising
effort for exclusively national purposes shall be transmitted to the
National Office.

Notwithstanding the foregoing obligation, a Unit shall be exempt
from disbursing 25% of its net proceeds of each contribution,
fundraising or entertainment effort to the National Office if, and
when, it increases its membership, as recorded by the National
Office, by 35% from the previous calendar year. When the Branch
increases its membership level by 35% from January 1 of a year to
December 31 of that same year, the Unit shall be required to
submit only 15% of its net proceeds of each fundraising or
entertainment effort for the succeeding year to the National Office.
The assessment reduction is earned on a year to year basis, based
on the membership increase of the previous year.

A financial report of all such entertainment, contributions and
fundraising activities shall be rendered to the Unit, the National
Office and the public. The Unit must submit the report to the
National Office, with the National Office’s share within 45 days
following the date of the event.

b. State/State-Area Conference Assessments. Whenever the Unit comes
within the jurisdiction of a State/State-Area Conference, the Unit
assessment for support of the State/State-Area Conference shall be paid
into the treasury of the State/State-Area Conference within sixty (60)
calendar days of the annual State/State-Area Conference Convention. The
amount of said assessment shall be determined by the State/State-Area
Conference with the approval of the Board of Directors. Youth Unit
assessments shall be paid into the State/State-Area Conference Youth and
College Division Treasury.
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5. (Per Capita Assessment for State/State-Area Conferences)

The National Office will provide a per capita membership match for State/State-
Area Conferences at the rate of 25¢ per member of each Unit thereof.

6. (Real Property)

Units may not own real property. No unit, entity or affiliate may own or maintain
or acquire any equitable interest in real property. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the
NAACP, Inc., may, at the discretion of the Board of Directors and in accordance with the
principles, aims and purposes of the Association, hold and/or own real property for the
use and benefit of a particular unit. Any real property shall be owned in the name of
NAACP, Inc., and in appropriate instances be held under circumstances approved by the
Board of Directors.

7. (Intellectual Property; NAACP Trademarks)

a. NAACP Trademarks. Personal use of the NAACP Trademark is
prohibited. No Unit or member may use the NAACP name or any of its
trademarks in conjunction with any person or entity on any product,
without the express written authorization of the President and CEO.

b. NAACP Logo and Letterhead. Personal use of the NAACP logo and
letterhead is prohibited. No member shall use the NAACP logo or
letterhead in conjunction with any entity; on any product, without express
written authorization of the President and CEO.

ARTICLE IV
MEMBERSHIP

1. (Membership Prerequisites)

Any person who is in accordance with the principles and policies of the
Association may become a member of this Association with consent of the Board of
Directors, by accepting the terms of the Constitution of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People and the Bylaws for Units, and by paying annually in
advance the requisite membership fees as prescribed by the Board of Directors.
Membership in the Units shall include membership in the National Association. Members
of NAACP Units are encouraged to support the Association and cooperate to conserve
resources in pursuit of the NAACP’s mission and goals.
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2. (Effective Date of Membership in the Branches, Youth Units and Authorized
Committees)

a.

The effective date of Membership in a Branch, Youth Unit or Authorized
Committee is the date membership payment is received by the
aforementioned Unit either at a meeting of the General Membership or of
the Executive Committee of the Unit; by the Unit Secretary; or by the Unit
office, if there is one. In the event the National Office receives a
membership fee from an individual who has indicated a desire to affiliate
with a specific Unit, the National Office will notify said Unit that the
membership fee has been received and, at the same time, transmit the
Unit’s share of the membership fee to the Unit. In such a case, such
membership shall be effective upon receipt by the Unit of its share of the
membership fee from the National Office.

The minimum voting age for any member in good standing in Branch
Elections shall be seventeen (17) years of age. Said member may vote in
the Branch Election if he/she has paid the Regular Adult membership fee
to the Branch

3. (Membership in the State/State-Area Conference)

a.

All Units in the State/State-Area Conference’s jurisdiction are
automatically members of the State/State-Area Conference, and are
required to pay annually the prescribed assessment fee established by the
Legislative Session of the State/State-Area Conference and approved by
the Board of Directors. In order to be a Unit in good standing of the
State/State-Area Conference, a Unit shall have paid its yearly assessment
fee to the State/State-Area Conference and the per capita tax on each
membership sent to the Association, and shall have at least fifty adult (50)
adult members in good standing of a Branch; at least twenty-five (25)
members of a Prison Branch; and at least twenty-five (25) of a Young
Adult Council, College Chapter, Youth Council, High School Chapter,
Junior Youth Council; and at least seven members of an Authorized
Committee, at least sixty (60) days prior to any meeting of said
Conference. All Units must be in good standing; pay all annual
assessments; and, file all annual year-end reports as required by the
Association to participate in meetings of the Conference. Only members
of Units in good standing as defined above are members of the State/State-
Area Conference.
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b.

Youth Units. There shall be a Youth and College Division of the
State/State-Area Conference. It shall be comprised of the Youth Units and
they shall be governed by the Constitution and these bylaws.

4, (Membership in the Branch)

a.

Any person who is a permanent resident or who works within a Branch’s
jurisdiction may become a member of said Branch, providing they have
paid the annual requisite Regular Adult Membership fee.

Members of the Association in good standing where Branches are being
formed, or who establish permanent residence within the jurisdiction of an
existing branch, or who work within the jurisdiction of an existing Branch,
may affiliate with the local Branch and be entitled to vote upon presenting
satisfactory evidence of their membership. They shall not be assessed
annual membership fees by the Branch until the expiration of the annual
membership for which they have paid.

Members of the Association shall affiliate and vote with only one Unit at a
time.

5. (Membership in the Prison Branch)

a.

Any person incarcerated in a prison or correctional facility who is in
accordance with the principles and policies of the Association, may
become a member of Prison Branch, with consent of the Board of
Directors, by accepting the terms of the Constitution of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and by paying an
annual membership fee in accordance with Article IV, Section 12 d, of
these bylaws.

Members of the Association in good standing, where Prison Branches are
being formed, or who are incarcerated in a prison and/or correctional
facility where a Prison Branch is in existence, may affiliate with the local
Prison Branch and be entitled to vote in the Prison Branch election, upon
presenting satisfactory evidence of their membership. They shall not be
assessed annual membership fees by the Prison Branch until the expiration
of the annual membership for which they have paid.

Members of a Prison Branch shall affiliate and vote with only one Unit at
a time.
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6. (College Chapter Membership)

a.

Any person under the age of twenty-five (25) and/or currently enrolled as
a student at a college or university who is in accordance with the
principles and policies of the Association, may become a member of a
College Chapter, with consent of the Board of Directors, by accepting the
terms of the Constitution of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, and by paying an annual membership
fee in accordance with Article IV, Section 12, a through ¢ of these
Bylaws.

Members of the Association in good standing, who are qualified for
membership in the College Chapter, may affiliate with the new College
Chapter, where the same is being formed in the locality, and be entitled to
vote upon presenting satisfactory evidence of Association membership.
They shall not be assessed annual membership fees by the College
Chapter until the expiration of the annual membership for which they have
paid.

Members of a College Chapter shall affiliate and vote with only one Unit
at a time.

7. (Youth Council Membership)

a.

Any person under age twenty-five (25) who is in accordance with the
principles and policies of the Association, may become a member of a
Youth Council, with the consent of the Board of Directors, by accepting
the terms of the Constitution of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, and by paying annually the requisite fee.
By his/her 25™ birthday, the Youth Council member must transfer his/her
membership to the Branch or College Chapter if currently enrolled as a
student at said college or university.

Members of the Association in good standing, where Youth Councils are
being formed, or who establish residence in a community where a Youth
Council is in existence may affiliate with the local Youth Council and be
entitled to vote upon presenting satisfactory evidence of their membership.
They shall not be assessed annual membership fees by the Youth Council
until the expiration of the annual membership for which they have paid.

Members of a Youth Council shall affiliate and vote with only one Unit at
a time.
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8. (High School Chapters)

a.

Any person who is enrolled as a student in a high school or comparable
secondary school who is in accordance with the principles and policies of
the Association, may become a member of a High School Chapter, with
the consent of the Board of Directors, by accepting the terms of the
Constitution of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People, and by paying annually the requisite fee. On his/her 21st birthday,
the High School Chapter member must transfer his/her membership to the
Young Adult Council.

Members of the Association in good standing, where High School
Chapters are being formed, or who establish residence in a community
where a High School Chapter is in existence, may affiliate with the local
High School Chapter and be entitled to vote upon presenting satisfactory
evidence of their membership. They shall not be assessed annual
membership fees by the High School Chapter until the expiration of the
annual membership for which they have paid.

Members of a High School Chapter shall affiliate and vote with only one
Unit at a time.

9. (Junior Youth Councils)

a.

Any person under age 13, who is in accordance with the principles and
policies of the Association, may become a member of a Junior Youth
Council, with the consent of the Board of Directors, by accepting the
terms of the Constitution of the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, and by paying annually the requisite fee. On his/her
13™ birthday, the Junior Youth Council member must transfer his/her
membership to the Youth Council.

Members of the Association in good standing, where Junior Youth
Councils are being formed, or who establish residence in a community
where a Junior Youth Council is in existence, may affiliate with the local
Junior Youth Council and be entitled to vote upon presenting satisfactory
evidence of their membership. They shall not be assessed annual
membership fees by the Junior Youth Council until the expiration of the
annual membership for which they have paid.

Members of a Junior Youth Council shall affiliate and vote with only one
Unit at a time.
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10. (Dues)

The National Office and Units of the Association shall share in all membership
dues as hereinafter provided.

11. (Division of Regular Membership Dues)

The Unit shall remit to the treasury of the National Association, the National
Office’s share of all membership fees within 15 calendar days of their receipt, in the
following proportions, and may retain the balance in its treasury for local purposes:

a.

REGULAR ADULT MEMBERSHIP. For persons twenty-one (21) years
of age and over - thirty dollars ($30.00): to NAACP National Office
eighteen dollars and ten cents ($18.10) (includes State/State-Area
Conference tax); and to local treasury eleven dollars and ninety cents
($11.90).

YOUTH MEMBERSHIP WITH CRISIS. For persons twenty (20) years
of age and under - fifteen dollars ($15.00): to National Office ten dollars
and twenty cents ($10.20) (includes State/State-Area Conference tax); and
to local treasury four dollars and eighty cents ($4.80).

YOUTH MEMBERSHIP WITHOUT CRISIS - For persons seventeen (17)
years of age and under - ten dollars ($10.00): to National Office seven
dollars ($7.00) (includes State/State-Area Conference tax); and to local
treasury three dollars ($3.00).

PRISON MEMBERSHIP WITH CRISIS - For persons who are
incarcerated - twelve dollars ($12.00): to National Office seven dollars
and twenty cents ($7.20) (includes State/State-Area Conference tax); and
to local treasury four dollars and eighty cents ($4.80).

WOMEN IN THE NAACP (WIN) - For women who are paid members of
the NAACP - ten dollars ($10.00): to National Office five dollars ($5.00)
(includes State/State-Area Conference tax); and to local treasury five
dollars ($5.00).

12. (Annual Corporate Membership)

Annual Corporate Memberships of $5,000.00 shall be divided as follows: three-
fifths (3/5) or ($3,000.00) to the National Office; two-fifths (2/5) or ($2,000.00) to the
State/State Area Conference, Branch or other Unit, provided the Annual Corporate
Membership is solicited through the State/State Area Conference, Branch or other Unit.
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This membership level would not have voting privileges in State/State Area Conference
and other units.

13. (Division of Life Membership Dues)

a.

Junior Life Membership — one hundred dollars ($100.00), for children
thirteen (13) years of age and under, shall be divided as follows: three-
fifths (3/5) or ($60.00) to the National Office; two-fifths (2/5) or ($40.00)
to the Branch, provided the Junior Life Membership is solicited through
the Branch or other Unit.

Bronze Life Membership — four hundred dollars ($400.00), for youth
fourteen (14) to twenty (20) years of ages shall be divided as follows:
three-fifths (3/5) or ($240.00) to the National Office, two-fifths (2/5) or
($160.00) to the Branch, provided the Bronze Life Membership is solicited
through the Branch or other Unit.

Silver Life Membership — seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00) shall be
divided as follows: three-fifths (3/5) or $450 to the National Office, two-
fifths (2/5) or $300 to the Branch provided the Silver Life Membership is
solicited through the Branch or other Unit.

Gold Life Membership - one thousand-five hundred dollars ($1,500.00)
shall be divided as follows: three-fifths (3/5) or ($900.00) to the National
Office; two-fifths (2/5) or ($600.00) to the Branch, provided the Gold Life
Membership is solicited through the Branch or other Unit. Gold Life
Membership shall be available only to holders of fully paid Silver Life
Memberships of the NAACP.

Diamond Life Membership — two thousand-five hundred dollars
($2,500.00) shall be divided as follows: three-fifths (3/5) or ($1,500.00)
to the National Office; two-fifths ($1,000) to the Branch, provided the
Diamond Life Membership is solicited through the Branch or other Unit.
Diamond Life Membership shall be available only to holders of fully paid
Gold Life Memberships of the NAACP.

Subscribing Life Membership — shall be divided by the three-fifths/two-
fifths formula stated above. Annual minimum payments shall be 10%
over a period of ten years.
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ARTICLE V
GOVERNANCE

1. (Meetings of Units)

Regular Meetings. Regular membership meetings of Branches and Youth Units
shall be held at least once a month, and there may be such other public or special
meetings as may be required. Regular meetings shall be held on a fixed day or date of
each month.

2. (Meetings of the State/State-Area Conference)

a. Regular meetings of the State/State-Area Conference shall be held on a
fixed day or date of each year;

b. Executive Committee of the State/State-Area Conference. The Executive
Committee shall meet at least once every quarter or as established in the
approved Bylaws of the State/State-Area Conference. Special Committee
meetings may be called by the President, Secretary or by three members
of the Committee on three days written notice. The notice must state the
purpose for which the meeting is called.

3. (Annual Meeting of Units)

a. State/State-Area Conferences. Each State/State-Area Conference shall
have an Annual Convention at a time and place selected by delegates at
the previous Annual Convention. At the Convention, the Conference is to
act upon Annual reports from the Officers and Standing Committees.
Each Conference shall conduct biennial elections pursuant to Article IX,
Section b of these Bylaws.

b. Branches. Each Branch shall hold an Annual Meeting in the month of
December to receive and act upon Annual reports from the
Officers/Chairpersons of Standing Committees and to vote for members
of the Board of Directors and may install those Officers and Executive
Committee Members elected at the Biennial Election.

C. Prison Branches. Each Prison Branch shall hold an Annual Meeting in
the month of December, or as soon thereafter as correctional facility
regulations allow, to receive and act upon Annual reports from the
Officers/Chairpersons of Standing Committees; to vote for members of
the Board of Directors; and, may install those Officers and Executive
Committee Members, including the Prison Branch Coordinator/Prison
Director elected at the Biennial Election.
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d.

a.

College Chapters. Each College Chapter shall hold an Annual Meeting
for the election of officers between March 1 and April 15 of each year,

unless the date(s) of the meeting is changed with the written approval of
the National Office.

Youth Councils. Each Youth Council shall hold an Annual Election
Meeting which may coincide with the regular meeting of the Youth
Council and shall be held between March 1 and April 15, unless the date
of the meeting is changed with the written approval of the National
Office.

High School Chapters. Each High School Chapter shall hold an Annual
Election Meeting which may coincide with the regular meeting of the
High School Chapter and shall be held between March 1 and April 15,
unless the date of the meeting is changed with the written approval of the
National Office.

Junior Youth Councils. Each Junior Youth Council shall hold an Annual
Election Meeting which may coincide with the regular meeting of the
Junior Youth Council and shall be held between March 1 and April 15,
unless the date of the meeting is changed with the written approval of the
National Office.

Authorized Committees. Each Authorized Committee shall hold an
Annual Meeting in the month of December to receive and act upon
Annual reports from the Officers/Chairmen of Standing Committees and
to vote for members of the Board of Directors and may install those
Officers and Executive Committee Members elected at the Biennial
Election.

(Notice of Annual Meeting)

State/State-Area Conferences.  Written notice shall be provided a
minimum of 30 days prior to the time and place of the Annual State/State-
Area Conference Convention to each member Unit in good standing.

Branches, Youth Councils, High School Chapters, Junior Youth Councils
and Authorized Committees. Written notice shall be provided a minimum
of 30 days prior to the time and place of the Annual Meeting to each
member in good standing in writing, or published in some local newspaper
of general circulation.
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C. Prison Branches. Written notice shall be provided a minimum of 30 days
prior of the time and place of the Annual Meeting to each member in good
standing in writing, or published in the newspaper or newsletter of the
prison or correctional facility as facility regulations allow.

d. College Chapters. Written notice of the time and place of the Annual
Meeting shall be sent by the Secretary to each member of the Chapter, at
least seven (7) days in advance of the date of the Annual Meeting. Notice
of the regular monthly or special meetings shall be published in the
campus publication.

5. (Special Meetings of Branches, Youth Units and Authorized Committees )

Special Meetings may be called at any time and place and on three days written
notice to all members by the President, or by any three members of the Executive
Committee; or by any ten members of the Unit by signed declaration to the Secretary,
who in turn must call the meeting. The notice must state the purpose for which the
meeting is called.

6. (Meetings of the Executive Committee of Branches, Prison Branches and Youth
Units)

The Executive Committee shall meet at least once a month at such times and
places as it may determine. Special Committee meetings may be called by the President,
Secretary or by two members of the Committee on two days written notice. The notice
must state the purpose for which the meeting is called.

7. (Meetings of Standing Committees)

The Standing Committees shall meet regularly once a month at places they may
determine. They shall inform the President of the time and place of each meeting.
Special meetings may be called by the Chairperson or by two members on two days
written notice.

8. (Quorum)

a. State/State-Area Conferences, Branches, Prison Branches and Authorized
Committees. The number of members necessary to constitute a quorum at
all meetings shall be decided upon by a resolution adopted by the Unit
which shall be incorporated into the Unit Bylaws.

b. College Chapters, Youth Councils, High School Chapters and Junior
Youth Councils. The number of members necessary to constitute a
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quorum at all meetings shall be decided upon by a resolution adopted by
the Youth Council.

9. (Order of Business)

Any NAACP Unit, unless altered or suspended at any meeting by a majority vote
of the members present, shall follow the order of business at meetings of any NAACP
Unit:

(1) Ascertainment of members present;

(2) Reading of minutes of previous meeting;
3) Reports of Officers;

(4) Reports of Committees;

%) Elections;

(6) Unfinished Business; and

(7) New Business;

In the event that the provisions herein do not address a specific procedural
question, the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall apply. Nonetheless, mere
good faith failure to adhere to such rules may not constitute grounds for removal or
suspension pursuant to Article X.

10. (Faculty Advisor)

a. There shall be a Faculty Advisor for a College Chapter or a Faculty
Advisory Committee (not to exceed three members), in accordance with
the rules of the college and/or student government regulations relating
thereto.

b. The Faculty Advisor to the College Chapter must be an employee of the
College and meet the requirements as set forth by the College and/or
Student Government regulations relating to serving as advisor to a bona
fide College or group. In addition, the Faculty Advisor must be a member
of the NAACP. The Advisor shall serve as an ex-officio member of the
College Chapter without voting rights.
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11.  (Selection of a Youth Council Advisor)

a.

There shall be an Advisor for Youth Councils in conformity with the rules
of the Association. The Advisor must be a member in good standing of
the Association, be at least twenty-five (25) years of age or at least twenty-
two (22) years of age if the person is a member of the branch; reside or
work within the jurisdiction in which the Youth Council operates and shall
be in accord with the aims and objectives of the Association. The Advisor
shall serve as an ex-officio member of the Youth Council Executive
Committee without voting rights.

In jurisdictions where there is a Branch and a Youth Council, the Youth
Council shall submit in writing the names of the elected Advisor to the
Branch Executive Committee at the Branch Executive Committee meeting
immediately following the Annual Meeting of the Youth Council. The
Branch Executive Committee must accept or reject the submitted name
within fifteen (15) days after the submission in writing to the Youth
Council President. Should the Branch Executive Committee fail to act on
the submitted name within fifteen (15) days after the submission, the
submitted named adult shall become the Advisor.

If the submitted name is rejected, a written explanation as to the
justification for a denial must accompany the response forwarded to the
Youth Council President. The Youth Council Executive Committee then
has the option of electing and submitting another name to the Branch
Executive Committee or to utilize the controversy process as outlined in
Article V, Section 14.

The Youth Council and Advisor may select the Co-Advisors as they see
fit.

12. (High School Chapter Advisors)

a.

There shall be an Advisor for High School Chapters in conformity with
the rules of the Association. The Advisor must be a member in good
standing of the Association, be at least twenty-five (25) years of age; and
be an employee of the high school in which the High School Chapter
operated, and shall be in accord with the aims and objectives of the
Association. The Advisor shall serve as an ex-officio member of the High
School Chapter Executive Committee without voting rights.

The High School Chapter shall submit in writing the names of the elected
Advisor to the Branch Executive Committee at the Branch Executive
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Committee meeting immediately following the Annual Meeting of the
High School Chapter. The Branch Executive Committee must accept or
reject the submitted name within fifteen (15) days after the submission in
writing to the High School Chapter President. Should the Branch
Executive Committee fail to act on the submitted name within fifteen (15)
days after the submission, the submitted named adult shall become the
Advisor.

c. If the submitted name is rejected, a written explanation as to the
justification for a denial must accompany the response forwarded to the
High School Chapter President. The High School Chapter Executive
Committee then has the option of electing and submitting another name to
the Branch Executive Committee or to utilize the controversy process as
outlined in these Bylaws.

13. (Junior Youth Council Advisors)

The Branch Executive Committee shall appoint the Advisor for the Junior Youth
Council. The Advisor must be a member of the Branch. The Advisor shall serve as an
ex-officio member of the Junior Youth Council Executive Committee without voting
rights.

14.  (Controversies Between Branch and Youth Units)

Within fifteen (15) days after a controversy arises between a Youth Unit and a
Branch, the Advisor, the Presidents and Secretaries of both Units shall prepare and
forward signed report(s) to the President and CEO of the Association for mediation,
arbitration, decision or referral to the appropriate Regional Office or State/State-Area
Conference for investigation and other action. Respective parties shall send copies of all
reports submitted by them to State/State-Area Conference and Field Operations and
Membership Department and to the other party to the controversy. The original report to
the President and CEO shall contain a stat